8                             IDEAS

of sorrow is, whether pain has a further in-
tention, whether the spirit survives the life
which is all that we can remember of exist-
ence ; but the strange thing about all these
ideas is that we find them suddenly in the
mind and soul; we do not seem to invent
them, though we cannot trace them; and
even if we find them in books that we read
or words that we hear, they do not seem
wholly new to us; we recognise them as
things that we have dimly felt and perceived,
and the reason why they often have so mys-
terious an effect upon us is that they seem to
take us outside of ourselves, further back
than we can recollect, beyond the faint
horizon, into something as wide and great
as the illimitable sea or the depths of sunset
sky.

Some of these ideas have to do with the
constitution of society, the combined and
artificial peace in which human beings live,
and then they are political ideas; or they
deal with such things as numbers, curves,
classes of animals and plants, the soil of the
earth, the changes of the seasons, the laws of
weight and mass, and then they are scientific
ideas; some have to do with right and wrong
conduct, actions and qualities, and then they